Table of Contents

About the Author ... 5
Acknowledgements .............coceeiiiiiiennnn. 6
Photo Acknowledgements ...................... 8
Forward ... 9
Introduction ... 10
Dog Behaviour ... 1
History of the Dobermann ........................ 14
Description of the Breed .............cccceeuene.e. 16

Physical Appearance

Life Expectancy

Temperament/ Personality

Compatibility with Other Pets and Children

Breed Standards .........ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiinean 26
Kennel Club Recognition
Breed Clubs

The Ideal Dobermann Owner ............cceeeee. 31
Dogs Cost Money!

Social Needs

Physical Needs

Environment

Training Requirements

Checklist for the Ideal Dobermann Owner

The Working Dobermann .............cccccceeeeee. 36

Schutzhund and IPO

Other Dog Sports

Mondioring

French Ring

Dobermanns in the Police and Military

Where to Find Your Dobermann ............... 43

Breeders of Purebred Dogs

Pet Shops

Rescue Shelters and Dobermann Rescue
Groups

Selecting a Healthy Dobermann............... 50

What should you expect from a Supplier?
Veterinary Certification

Available Health Screening

Pedigree Papers and Contracts

Visual Examination

Selecting an Adult Dog

Bringing Your Puppy Home ...................... 64

Preparing For Your New Puppy
The First Days

Diets and Feeding Regime
Toilet Training

Lead Training

Keeping Your Puppy Safe

Introducing an Adult Dog to Your Home ..... 82

One Dog or Two

Meeting Other Family Members
Establishing a Routine
Adopting an Older Dog

Commercial Diets
Fresh Foods
Special Needs

Keeping Your Dobermann Healthy ............ 97

Visual Examination
Vaccinations

Endoparasites & Ectoparasites
Teeth and Nails

Grooming

Anal Glands

Sterilisation

Exercise & Play

Common Canine Health Issues ............... 130

Arthritis
Cancer
Cataracts
Diabetes
Heart Disease

Dobermann Health Issues ...........ccvvvvenenee. 133

Genetic Disease

Higher Incidence Disorders

Lower Incidence Disorders

Other Health Issues Affecting Dobermanns

Your Responsibilities as a Dog Owner ....... 151

Basic Training and Obedience
Being a Good Neighbour
Respecting Wildlife
Irresponsible Practices

Old Age and Your Dog

Breed Specific Legislation

[ =Y 01U (o = Y- J 162

General Resources (including National
Kennel Councils and links to Breed Clubs &
Standards)

Health Resources (including Disease Testing
& Information Organisations)

Further Reading



